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PROCEEDINGS

vifed Lis application to-the prefident, 'which Randall

A motién being miade and feconded; that the houfe

4563)

of the 'HOUSE- of REPRESENTATIVES: of the
_UNITED STATES, "in the cafe of ROBERT
RANDALL snd CHARLES WHITNEY, °
) . [Concluded from our lafl.] .
!‘ . Wednefday, 6tlf fanuary, 1756.
D pv X {3N motivn of -Mr. Chriftie of Maryland,
b6 Xﬁ and Mr. Sedgwick of Mamch{xfem;’
) | the feveral informations heretofore
' 0 | given by them on oath, in the cafe of
Rober: Randall, and now delivered
e SR in, in writing, at the-clerk’s table,
fut;.’cribcd with their names, refpectively, were read,
g2d ordered to be inferted in the jourpal, as fol-
Jow: E
The declaration of Gabriel Chriftie #s, that fome
tme in the month of O&ober or November 1aft, this
isformant was in. Philadelphia, when he faw Robert
Randall, who had, as he informied this informant, joft
returned from Canada, where he had been difappointed
io the bufinefs ke went to that country on; but he,
Rindall, informed this informant, that on hls way
bome, he had called at Detroit, where he had fpent
fome time ; and had, he believed, entered into an afio-
gistion, to which, if -he got the confent of the govern-
ment of the United States, would be of confiderable
advantage to him, and thofe who chofe to affuciate with
him; and informed this informant, that he might be
{ concerned 'with him, provided he liked the {peculati-
o3: he then informed this informant, that he had af-
| fxisted with a number of influential perfons at De-
| toit, for the purpafe of obtaining the pre.emption

| rightto a large traét of country within the territery of
| the United States, and produced to this informant,
t:e original affociation.  After this informant had heard
tll thst Randall had to communicate to him, this in-
formant told Randall, that he confidered his fcheme as
twild goofe one; and that this informant would not
“bweany concera in -it. Randall then requefted this
informant, to give him his opinion in what maunét he,
Rardall, ought to proceed ;  this informant told him,
| tatthe moft proper perfon to apply to, ».as Mr. Ran-
dolph, the late fecretary of ftate; and if he, Randall,
| thought praper, this informant would inform Mr. Ran.
[ | dlphof it, and get his advice, which Randall agreed
t: this informant then went to Mr, Randolph, and
grve him all the information that theinfornant had re-
tived from Randall. After confidering the bufinefs
Ixaetime, My. Randolph advifed, that an application
f20ld be madé to the prefident of the United States;
whith advice, the informamt gave to Randall, who
fremed at that time, fully fetisfied with the propofal,
2d requefled the informant to introduce him to the
prefident, for that purpofe; but as this informant was
pizg out of town in a day or two, he told Randali,
that he would ‘introduce him to the prefident, on his
retum (0 congrefy. - When the informant canr: to Phi-
ldelphia, in December, he found :Randall in the city ;
ud after afking Randall, ‘what he had done in hi- bu-
“fnefs, aod whether he flill meant to-apply to the pres.

.
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ladelphia, and -that upon corfulting with him, théy
cane to a ‘detefmination not to apply to the prefident,
u be heretofore had agreed, but:had, determined to
prefent & memorial to the legiflature, for 2.grant of the
| fidlid, This.informznt told Randall, that hedil.
| fproved of this.mode, and atked Rendall wkho had
.. ¥ifed'him to it. - Randall then informed the inform-
B, that ‘this faid' Mr. *'Whimney had:informed him,
4t he had confulted with 2 number of the esfiern
 Eenberaaf congrefs; andein particular, with Mir. Sedg-
Mk who had' sdvifed ‘this mode of proceeding.
: Radall alfo inforsaed . this informant, that Mr. Sedg-
; Mekkad agreed to draw up, and prefént his memorial,
fT!\mnfo:pngzu”then informed Randall,-that by this
 mode of pro¢reding, he biad put it out of: this inform-
~X8 pawer 1o be concerniéd’ with hign, if-he thought
(ferfs well of it Rahdall afeed the informant the
falen ;. the informant aafwersd,. that it woald be im-

l,‘ v

9y thing that he was'tb votzon., “Thisinformant was
¢ Bt abletg imprels Randill tvith the propriety of 'his
o ook, The {nformant never underflocd, that Mr.
. 18%ick was, in, any manner, concerned with Ran-
v or his affociates; but that he, Mr. Sedgwick,
thought the thing @ public, benefit, 'and would fupport
- ]]’,'!‘,Rlpdall"never.inforqied.this'i'nforr'pzm‘.‘ that
- A% of the meinbers of congrefs were concerned, but
| 14ta mijority of them thought favourably of the plan,
L m?:::‘d__fuppoic it.” In-all the converfation she id-.

.

...... expe&t this informant’s.affiftance, as
everagree to fel] dny of the lands

rJefs: dglh‘r'per scre.

rmed the informant, before 2 witnefs,
‘thav the informaat twax the only
thiat he had spplied to, but what
yourably of .his plen 3 the informant
B0 oon s Bsed, apd Bill -

RAE

Bdent, ‘Randall then jnfurmed- the informant; that hid{
fiend 2nd affociate, Mr. Whitnéy,.hed artived in Phis,.

- Poperin :’ny"m:mber'gf congizls, 10 be doncerned in-

-with"Randall, this ‘informant told him, -

. (Signcd)‘
January 5 1796. . .

The inforntunt, Theodore Sedgwick, a member of
thie houfe of repiefentatives of -the United States, de-
clares, that fome time before he Jeft the place of bis
refidence in Mafluchufetss, one Ifrael Jodes, Bfg; of
Adams, in that'flate, praited on him and-introduced to
him, 2 man whom he now knows by the ame of Charles
Whitney, of the flate of Vermont. "That Mr. Jones
is a man of refpé@eble charaer, a magiftrate, a mem.
ber of the flate legiflature, (as the informant believes)
‘and a truftee of the corporation of Williams college.
That Mr. Jenes informed the.laformant, that he, with
others, had in contemplation an application to congreft,
fora grant of & tratt of country lying ‘between the
lakes Huron, Michigan and' Erie.—Confiderations of a
public nature having been ftated and enlarged upon,
the arinion of the informant was requefted; relative to
the propriety and fuccefsof the propofed application,
He anfwered in (ubftance, that he beljeved it'was to

declined, L B
G. CHRISTIE.

be doukted whether the. legiflature would undertake

a@ually to contraét for any of the vacant public:lands,
aad that the doubt was flill fironger ’rel};’,‘c&ing thete
lands, the Indian claim to which had not been previ-
oufly extinguifhed, He ftated to Mr. Jones that, by
reafon of ficknefs in his family, it was not probable he
‘fhould attend the next {fefficn of congrefs ; at all events,
however, he advifed Mr, fones not to mske an early
application, as it was probable the fubjeét of difpofing
of :he public lands would oceupy the attention of con-
grefs, during the then enfuing fefion; :and that, by
the delay, Mr. Jones could form a more corre& judge-
ment of the courle which it would be moft eligible for
Lim to purfue, relative to this fubje&. That while
the informant was waiting on Mr. Jones to the door,
at his departure, Mr. Jones zafzed him if there would
be any impropriety in a member of ccngrefs being
concerned inan application for a grant of lands? The
infermant anfwered, that it would depend on the cir-
cumftances under which the application was made;
propery if the application was madetoa land.office, but
otherwife, if to the legiflature; becaufe in the latten
czfc it would be fora man to contra& with himfelf; to
this anfwver Mr. Jones gave an explicit aflent. That
the informant never at any time before or afterwards,
to his remembrance, faw the faid Whitney, until he
faw him in this city, during the prefent feflion. That
the informant came from his own home to New York,
in company with cel. Pepoon, ftated by the (aid Whit.
ney, ascne of his affociates. That the informant hath
been informed and believes that the faid Pepoon is now
in this city; but that he had never fpoken to the in-
formant on the fubje€t of the faid land fpeculation,
That riot long after the arrival of the informact in this
citv, the faid Whitney, one morning waited on him,
and ftated to him an intendéd memorial refpeling the
tra& ‘of Jand aforefaid, and urged.on the confideration
of the informant, the motives of a public nature for a
grant thereof, “That the informant inquired of the faid
Whitney, to what flate’ he_'belongzﬂ, and being an-
“frvered to Vermont,-he récommended to him'to requeft
‘the reprefentatives of that ftate to'prefent his memorial,
That the faid Whitney requefied the informant to pe-
rufe his memorial when it fhould be-prepared, which
ke underftood was riot theh the cafe,  That he anfwer-
ed, according: to his belt recolleQion, that whenever
he had leifure he fhould be willing to do it; or to that
effcét- “Thatthe whole time of the interview he be-
lieves did mot exceed fix, he'is very confijent, could
not exceed gen. minites. That! twice afterwards, the
informant’s fervant informed him, that the faid Whit-
ney wifhed to'fee him, and that he canfed himfelf to
b='denied ; and the informant s yerj confident he ne-
ver undertook either to drift, or to*prefent any memo-
rial, for the faid Whitrey, . . " g it

On’the morniug of the tWenty;ékghiﬁ of D‘e‘c’embe_-r\. :

Mr. Smith of Sauth. Carolina, informed-the informant
of whit he afterwards ffatéd in évidence to the houfe,
refpe@ing ‘Robert-Rendall. The. informant adviled
Mr. Smith, as.foon as_poffible, to..make the fsme
known to the -haitle of reprefentatives, '(which Mr.
Smith informed :the. informant he had’ determined to
do) and the infopmant having previoufly adviled the
faid Whimey to :pgly' to’ the reprefentatives of . Ver-
mont, he thought.it his duty,- and He sccordingly took-
the earlieR opportunity tq . requeft Mr.-8mith of that
ftate, to 'woid?préfenting'i;}y ‘memorjal with which he.
might be intrufied for & *grant-of 'lind,-and defired
bim’to make the” famé sequeft:to Mr. Buck, the ather:
member from:the fime flate; - 5y .

. The Informant fusther déclares, that he never, to.
his rcmgﬁlbriiihi_'_é" fa'v;‘;_ 'Robért Randall, 4l ke faw hin
at the bar 6F the.oufe,. "> ol 7 0
S THREODORR SEDGWICK. !
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- .. The:houle; ;then” accarding ta the. order of itheiday, |
Rr_omdsam final declfiow; :jn’the eafe: of Robetd
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andall ; Bnd;

(arms, uatil further order of  the houfe; ¢

v

“'do come'tq the following refolutlon, -
. Sl ls WL ATERS R B

do come te the follawing refolution : P
Whereas sy attempt to influence the condué of this
houfe, or its members, on fubje@ts appertaining to their -
legiflative funétions, by motives, other than the public
advantage, is- a high contempt of this houfe, and & -
breach of its privileges: Ans whereas it does appear
1o this houfe, by the information, on cath, of fundry
members, and by .the. proceedings thereon had before
the houfe, that Rebert ﬁmdzll did attempt to influ-
ence the conduét of ‘the faid members, in-a matter re-
lating to their legiflative funétions, to wit, the fale of
a large portion of the public property, by motives of
private emolument to_the l’nif‘xizem ers, other than,

and diftin€¥ from, the public advantage : Therefore,

"ResoLvzo, That the faid Robert Randall has there-
by committed a high contempt of this houfe, and a
breach of its privileges :— 5

The previous queftion thereon was called for by five
‘members, to wit :—Shall the main queftion, tosgree
to the faid refolution, be now put? o

. And, on the queftidn ;—Shall the faid main quefti-
:on be now put? ’
1t paffed in the negative. '

A motion was then made and feconded, that the
houfe do come to the following refolution:

RssorLvep, That it appears to this houfe, that Ro-
bert Randall has been guilty of a contemipt to, and &
breach of the privileges of this houle, by attempting
to corrupt the integrity of its mezmbers, in the man-
ner laid to his charge, )

And, on the queltion thereupon,

Ysas 78.
Navsi17.
The yeas and nays being demanded by one fifih of
the members prefent, . ) o . _
Thofe who voted in the affirmative, are ’
David Baird, Abraham Baldwin, Thomas Bloont,
Benjamin Boutne, Theophilus Bradbury, Nathan Bry-
an, Daniel Buck, Dempfey Burges, Samuel J. Cabell,
Jathua Coit, Ifaze Coles, William Cooper, Henry
Dearborn, George Dent, Gabriel Duvall, William
Findley, Abiel Fofter, Dwight Fofter, Jefle Franklin,
Albert Gallatin, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillefpie,
William B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Gler,
Benjamin Goodhue, Chauncey Goodrich, Andrew -
Gregg, Chriftopher Greenup, Roger Grifwold, Wil-
liam B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrifon,
Robert Goodloe Harper, Thomas Hartley, Jonathan.
N. Havens, Danisl Heifter, Thomas Henderfen, James
Hillhoufe, William Hindman, Aaron Kitchell, Jobn
Wilkes Kittera, George Leonard, Edward Livingiton,
Samuel Lyman, William Lyman, Francis Malbone,
John Milledge,” Andrew Moore, Frederick A. Muh-
lenberg, . William Vans Murray, Anthony New, Jo.
fizh Parker, Joho Patten, Francis Preitory, John Reed,
Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburney Samuel Sit-
grexves, Jeremiah Smith, Nathaniel Smith, Ifasc
mith, Samucl Smith, William Smith, John Swan-
wick,” Zephanish Swift, Abfalem Tatom, -George
Thatcher, Richard Thomas, Mark Thompfon,' Urish -
Tracey, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt,
Jofeph B, Varnum, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadl-
worth, John Williams, ‘amd Richard Winn;
Thofe who voted in the negative, are .
Theodorus Bailey, Richiard Brent, Gabriel Chriftie,
.Thomas Claiborne, - John - Clopton, Samuel Earle,
Nathsniel Freemasn, jan. John Hathorn, - James-Hol-
land, George Jackfon, Matthew Locke, Samuel Ma-
¢lay, Nathanicl-Macon, James Medifon; John Nicho. '
las,” John Page, .and Ifracl Smith. . R
Another motion was then made and feconded, that .

It was refolved in the sfirmative—

-the houfe do come to the follawing refolution :— .
Rasorves, Thatthe faid Robert Randall be brought .
.to the bar, reprimanded by the fpeaker, and committéd
to.the cuftody of the fesjeant at army, until the furthet
order of this houfe, * T T
And, on the queftion thereupon, . - T L
.. It was refolved in the afirmative, - -" .t o
. Purfuant “thereto, the faid Robeért Randall -was
broaght to the barjin caftedy 3. reprimanded by Mr.
8peaker, and remanded .in_ cultody di:the -ferjeantnt .

" ) .

e

. - Tharlday, 7th Janvery, 1796, =
The hoafe 'tc'to’rdiﬁg.to the 'cigéi" o7f9(f\e' day, |
eceded to the further heaiing aad tridl in ghecif;
Charles Whitney :* Whereupong, -\ ° © e 5e00

; * The faid Charles Whitney being bronght 1o the bar,’
in suftody of the' ferjeant st “arms, the information in:
‘W

the membeérs from:Vermont; was read, aud)it was'de’’

not pre

Monday negt.'c s> 3es oo b
. ‘The faid Charley Whitney, thr v touribe -
bar-in cuftody, a<d the houfe procedded €5 codfider o
s vequettowhen, oo 5o lE e L
* A vmiotfon’ beibg wiade’ and feconded that the
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iting, delivered in againfthim by Mr. Buckyone'of . -

manded of him by Mr. Speaker, «“'what he bid'to fay. = | <
in his:defence 3™ - to which® be anfwered,thic he was .

pared to .make defence; and ‘réquefted that.fus . '
ther time might be allowed hiny for that putpofe, until- - ..
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